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| BY PROF. DIEFFENBACH, BERLIN, 
Te observations which I have already made, contain my ica 
views on this accident. 1 shall now proceed to examine a few of ‘the 
oo of treatment hitherto proposed for the cure of vesico-vagi- 


Jobert, in a memoir communicated to the “ Gaz. Med.” of Paris, has 


written at some length on the history of the operation, but his remarks 
are not free from national partiality: on the r hand, the estima 


made by Killian of the different processes, is much more complete and 


impartial, 
- 1. Cauterizing and burning the edges of the fistula, have 
the least beneficial results amongst the various methods which hav 
been employed. In general, authors. say it is not applicable: when the 
loss of substance is great, and should be reserved for cases of small'fis- 
tulous openings ; but, even for the latter, it does not appear to nie to’ act in 
a very favorable manner. According to my experience, I would only 
employ the cautery in cases of fistule lying near the neck of the aterus, 
and hence brought to view with the speculum. = sie 
2. Sutures. a. The suture and other means of obtaining union with 
out refreshing the edges of the wound. 
When the surrounding tissues are very firm; when the fistula is not 
larger in diameter than one’s finger ; when the pariete’ of the bladder 


cannot be separated from the vagina, without considerably dilating the — 


opening, I prefer the application of the ligature to every other method, — 


After having drawn forward the parts, the surgeon should pass a 
curved’ needle, armed with a thick ligature, through’ the ‘cellular 
tissue uniting the bladder and vagina, so as'to embrace, circularly, the 
opening, a few lines: from the edges. Hf one’ ligature be insufficient to 
bring ‘the edges of the fistula in contact, ‘two or more stitches may 


be applied. obtained, by this: method, the’ most happy results in the 


case of a Russian officer, who had lost a portion of the: urethra, near the 
middle of the penis, from’a' musket shot. 
b. The: suture, after previous cauterization, or refreshing the ‘edges. 
The simple suture is the best operation in all cases where the fistula 
is sufficiently low down to be got at with facility. When additional 
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means are necessary, it is not easy to determine whether we should em- 

loy cauterization of the edges, or merely refresh them with a€utting 
instrument: the former, however, may be had recourse to, in cases of 
vesico-vaginal fistula, with more advantage that in @ases of division of 
the palate, when staphyloraphy is performéd. ‘The greatest difficulty 
in the use of the simple suture is, that, after refreshing the edges of the 
opening, the latter is apt to assume a rounded appearance ; hence it is 
useful to touch the edges, before we apply the suture, with a hot iron, 
or a substance. calculated to stimulate them powerfully. 

Several surgeons recommend us to apply as few sutures as possible, 
and not to draw the threads too tight: I follow an opposite practice ; it 
is necessary to excite adhesive inflammation along the whole edge of 
the wound, and that as quickly as possible, in order to prevent the 
noxious effects which would be produced by any infiltration of the urine. 

Professor Lallemand has lately directed attention to an instrument 
which he has invented for the cure of vesico-vaginal fistulze ; this con- 
sists in an elastic silver catheter, furnished at one end with a hooked 
forceps, and which is intended to keep the edges of the fistula in con- 
tact after they have been cauterized. The instrument does not seem 
to me to be well calculated to obtain the end proposed ; a solid union 
cannot be obtained by bringing the posterior edge of the opening in con- 
tact with the anterior one; the passage of urine is not sufficiently pre- 
vented, and the constant action of the spiral spring which keeps the 
forceps applied, has the disadvantage of cutting through the tissues be- 
fore they have time to unite. Roth Killian and Velpeau agree with me 
in this opinion. 

3. Cure by the Taliacotian method. 

Jobert succeeded in closing a large communication between the blad- 
der and vagina, by transplanting a portion of tissue from the neighbor- 
ing parts and applying it over the opening. The skin of one of the 
labia majora, having been closely shaved, was dissected off, and’ united 
by sutures over the opening ; the operation succeeded in the happiest 
manner, but it may be feared that the reproduction of hair within the 
cavity of the vagina, may produce several unpleasant inconveniences. 


- The operation, however, may be varied in the following manner : 


Ist. By closiftg the opening with the mucous membrane of the blad- 
ow. ‘Qndly. By implanting a layer from the neighboring membranes of 

vagina. 

The first of these methods is only applicable when the fistula is 
moderately large ; when a small portion of the bladder projects through 
it, and, perhaps, is already adherent in several points. Here, by fre- 
quently touching the edges with the tinctura pees we may endeavor 
to excite adhesive inflammation ; or, if it be necessary, the vesical mu- 
cous membrane may be drawn with a hooked forceps, a little more 

h the fistula. Should adhesion at length take place all round, the 
superfluous part is to be destroyed with the nitrate of silver. 

The second method I would propose, is to transplant a portion of the 
vaginal membrane over the opening ; this is applicable to cases in which 


\ 
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_ the fistulous orifices are very large, where it would be almost impossible 
to bring their edges together by suture, &c. 
Whenever the parietes of the vagina are destroyed in their whole 
thickness, the operation is to be performed in the following manner :— 
The first difficulty whichthe surgeon encounters, is produced by pro- 
lapsus of the bladder, which commonly hangs down through the vagina ; 
it must be carefully returned, and supported by a piece of soft sponge 
introduced into the orifice of the fistula. This done, one edge of the 
opening is to be seized with a hooked forceps and drawn forwards ; the 
action of this instrument being aided, when necessary, by several others 
of the same kind ; the surgeon next perforates, with a fine scalpel, the 
posterior part of the edge of the fistula, and pushes this instrument, 
with a sawing motion, through its anterior external edge; an assistant 
must keep the strip of tissue, thus removed, constantly on the stretch. 
To obtain a broad surface for union, the vesical layer of the edge of 
the opening must be dissected away for a few lines from the vaginal 
layer, and when this is accomplished, the refreshing of the edges of the 
wound may be completed. It now remains to bring together the edges 
of the large opening which presents itself. For this purpose, I pass two 
strong metallic (lead) ligatures, by means of my instrument for split- 
palate, through the vaginal layer of the fistulous orifice, opposite its 
middle part, and about an inch distant from each other. The ends of 
the ligatures, which hang out through the vagina, are then twisted to- 
ether, and in proportion as this is done, the edges of the wound are 
} ced to approximate. When the tension of the vaginal parietes has 
been carried as far as prudence will permit, the surgeon proceeds to 
form the two lateral flaps, which are to close up the rest of the opening. 
Having previously emptied the rectum, and having introduced his left 
index finger into that intestine, in order to guard it, the surgeon makes 
an incision, commencing at the inferior and posterior part of the lateral 
wall of the vagina, and continues his incision forwards to the nympha; 
a similar incision is then made on the opposite side. The breadth of the 
portion of the vagina thus isolated, should not exceed one third of the 
breadth of the organ itself: when the incisions have been continued . 
sufficiently deep and long, the ligature may be again twisted, and the . 
surgeon will find that he now'can bring the edges of the wound still 
closer to each other. The loss of substance is, however, still too great 
to allow immediate closure of the fistula, a condition necessary for cure ; 
the surgeon must therefore proceed to “ dissect off the lateral flaps from 
the vagina,” and, having done this, completes his operation by uniting 
the edges of these flaps with the common suture. The vagina must 
now be washed out with cold water, the patient placed in bed, and'a 
larger catheter introduced into the bladder. | 
Even should no union, or only a partial one, take place after the op- 
eration, we obtain benefit so far, that the large opening between the 
bladder and vagina is converted into a small slit. : 
Jobert says, “‘M. Velpeau advises us to close the fistulous orifice by 
the posterior wall of the vagina, which is to be brought forwards ;' but 
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before we can judge of this method, we must wait until its author has 
practised the operation.” ay 

Vidal de Cassis has latterly put forward a very peculiar idea on the 
operation for the vesico-vaginal fistula ; he proposes closing up the vagina 
altogether, and thus converting it into a second reservoir for the urine. 
In cases where the whole parietes of a portion of the vagina have been 
destroyed, and the bladder hangs down between the thighs, we certainly 
should be very fortunate if we could retain the urine by closing up the 
vagina ; the objection made against it of the danger of exciting inflam- 
mation, &c. in the mucous membrane of the vagina, is of no value, for 
experience proves that the latter can bear the contact of urine without 
any inconvenience. The method is, evidently, only applicable to very 
large fistule ; but the idea is ingenious, and I am anxious to hear more 
of the effects of an operation which bears some analogy to that of Fricke 
for prolapsus uteri. | 

I cannot close these observations without saying a few more words on 
the operation which [ have found most practicable. The rectum must 
previously be well emptied. The patient is to be placed in the position 
commonly chosen for lithotomy, and five or six assistants are indispensa- 
ble. A few minutes before the operation, I inject some cold water into 
the bladder, which, passing through the fistulous opening, has the effect 
of cleaning its edges from blood, while the latter are being refreshed with 
the knife, or of indicating the exact situation of the fistula should it be: 
small. Having introduced the valved speculum, the surgeon seizes the 
vaginal mucous membrane, near the fistulous orifice, with a hooked for- 
ceps ; then removes his speculum, draws down the parietes of the vagina, 
and removes a strip of membrane with his bistoury, so as to refresh the 


of the fistula. 

hen the opening is large, the vaginal edge must be separated to the 
extent of a few lines from the vesical edge of the fistulous orifice, in 
order to obtain a broad surface for union: when the fistula is very small, 
this is impossible ; in such cases I remove a funnel-shaped portion of 
tissue, the middle of which corresponds with the fistula, while the apex 
terminates in the bladder; this gives a surface sufficiently broad for 
union. The wound is now cauterized, by employing the cylindrical 
speculum of Dupuytren, or of Kluge, and the sutures are applied on the 
second or third day, when the edges of the wound present a red, inflamed, 
surface. When the parietes of the vagina are easily drawn down, I ap- 
ply the interrupted suture with the fingers, by means of small, very long, 
and curved needles: but when the tissues are unyielding, I am forced to 
employ needles, like those I use for the operation of split-palate, and to, 
introduce them with a handle. The ends of the ligatures are easily: 
tightened with the fiagers ; they may either be cut short, or Jeft to hang: 
out of the vagina. As soon as the patient has been placed in bed, an 
elastic catheter must be introduced into the bladder, and a short funnel- 
shaped tube into the entrance of the vagina; every half hour some cold: 
water must be thrown up through both tubes, more with the intention of 
diluting the urine, and preventing its action on the edges of the wound, _ 
than as an antiphlogistic means. 
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The speculum must not be introduced for the first few days: on the 
fourth, filth, or sixth day, the sutures may be removed by introducing a 
small speculum, and cutting them through with a long scissors. 3 

Should any of the sutures have cut through the tissues without pro- 
ducing union, or if the operation have failed, the edges of the wound 
must be frequently touched with the tincture of cantharides ; should the 
latter means fail, as, indeed, it commonly does, the operation mast be 
repeated again and again, as often as the patience and condition of the 
unfortunate woman will permit. 

When the patient is young and strong, the after-treatment must be 
strictly antiphlogistic ; general and local blood-letting during the first few 
days; in a word, I treat my patients, after this operation, as I would 
treat individuals laboring under a penetrating wound of the chest or 
abdomen ; when cystitis sets in, I apply the leeches directly to the 
vagina. | 

he nourishment should simply consist of some mucilaginous drink ; 
the only medicine [ am in the habit of giving is some oleum ricini, with 
laurel water. If the patient be attacked with diarrhcea, I administer the 
decoctum althaa, or emulsio amygdalina with the above-mentioned 
laurel water. 

It would lead too far were I to enter into further considerations on this 
point: it is enough to say that the operation is always a dangerous one, 
chiefly on account of the injury which is done to the bladder ; the suture 
always producing more or less inflammation of the edges of the fistulous 
opening, or of the surrounding parts.—Lancet. 8 


ANIMAL MAGNETISM. 


[ALTHouGH a variety of facts have been given to the medical public 
within the last year, to convince the profession that there is some truth 
in animal magnetism, we have been unwilling to meddle with the matter 
of late, for fear of being considered either a dupe, or a tool in the hands 
of designing knaves. As a very great effort has beén making to enlighten 
the people of New England on the subject, by popular lectures, transla- 
tions from the French, &c. we had concluded to let those who 
pleasure in exercising their organs of marvellousness, proceed in peace, 
but to exclude from the Journal all details in relation to somnambulism 
and its kindred anomalies. But the recent developments in the city of 
Providence ate so well authenticated by members of our own profession, 
that we cannot withhold some notice of them without doing a manifest 
injustice to our patrons, who have a right to expect a fair chronology of 
al events occurring in the circle of professional observation. With these 
explanatory remarks, we shall republish, from an Appendix to Deleuze, 
just published at Providence, the following statements of Dr. Webb, Dr. 
Capron, and others, whose reputations place them entirely above the 
suspicion of a design to impose upon the world.} 
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Providence, Sept. 2, 1837. 

Sin—In compliance with your request, expressed in a note, dated the 
24th ult. | herewith furnish you a statement of the case of somnambulism 
which | have under my charge, to append as a note to the work you 
have in progress. 

Miss L. Brackett, the subject of this case, is a respectable and inielli- 
gent young lady from Dudley, Mass. Four years since, when about | 
sixteen years of age, she had the misfortune to have an iron weight, 
weighing two or three pounds, fall from a height upon the top of her 
head. "The injury which she sustained was so considerable as to deprive 
her of her reason for a number of months, during which time she was 
subject to the most violent spasms, and other serious derangements of 
her nervous system. From the immediate effects of this injury she 
gradually recovered, and at the end of the year her general health was 
partially restored. Notwithstanding, however, the improvement in her 
general health, an affection of her eyes, which commenced inmediately 
after the receipt of the injury, and which threatened total blindness, was 
daily growing worse. The disease with which her eyes were affected, 
is called amaurosis ; it is an affection of the optic nerves, often of a para- 
lytic character. As is usual in cases of amaurosis, the loss of sight was 
very gradual ; and it was not till the end of two and a half years, that it 
was entirely destroyed. Simultaneously with the loss of sight, she sus- 
tained a loss of voice, which was.so complete, that for fifteen months she 
_ was unable to utter a single guttural sound, and could only whisper in 
almost inaudible tones. 

This was her state in respect to her eyes and vocal organs, when I 
first saw her about the middle of May last. And her general health, 
though somewhat improved, was still far from being good. 

Considering her case as a hopeless one, arrangements had been made 
by her friends to send her to the Asylum for the Blind in Boston, in 
hopes of her being able, after finishing her education, to obtain a liveli- 
hood as a teacher in that or some other similar instruction. When on 
her way to Boston, she stopped for the purpose of making a visit ofa 
few days, with some friends which she had residing in this city. Being 
in attendance at the time, in the family of one of her friends, J was re- 
a to see her and examine her case, rather as a matter of curiosity, 
than from a hope'that I should be able to prescribe a remedy for her 
deplorable malady. . In the course of conversation with her, 1 found that 
all the usual means in such cases had been perseveringly employed by 
the most skilful physicians, without material benefit. 

There being at this time a considerable excitement upon the subject 
of animal magnetism, and being myself engaged in investigating it with a 
view to its remedial effects, and having become fully convinced of its 
salutary influence upon some diseases, especially those of a paralytic 
,character, it occurred to me that it might be beneficially practised in this 

case, upon the supposition that her complaints were dependent upon & 
paralysis of the nerves supplying the affected organs ; and I accordingly, 
as a dernier resort, proposed a trial of it. The following day, having | 
consulted her friends and obtained their consent, she desired me to make 
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an experiment. The first sitting occupied about forty minutes before 
she was thrown into a profound magnetic sleep. On this occasion, she 
manifested many of the usual phenomena of that state. She walked — 
about the house, drank her tea, &c. with as much ease and confidence 
as she could have done, had she been in the full possession of her sight, 
and in a waking state. , 

From the time of the first experiment to the present date, being three 
and a half months, she has been inagnetized daily, sometimes twice daily, 
with the exception of thirteen days ‘at one time, and three or four at 
another. ‘The number of times she has been magnetized, therefore, con- 
siderably exceeds one hundred. : 

The magnetic phenomena, though very astonishing at first, became 
more and more so from day to day. Whether it were in consequence of 
the magnetic state becoming more and more perfect the more she was 
magnetized, or whether by becoming better acquainted with the subject, 
we learn to elicit those phenomena with the better success, it is difficult 
to deterinine ; but it is probable that it is owing to a combination of both 

The somnambulic, or perhaps more properly the magnetic phenomena, 
have been of several different kinds, and each kind manifested in several 
different ways. The first and most obvious of these phenomena, is what 
the French term clairvoyance ; clear-sizghtedness, mental vision, or vision 
without the use of the visual organs. ‘This wonderful power is manifest- 
ed, first, in her being able to see any object that is presented to her, 
when in the magnetic sleep, though totally blind when awake. Experi- 
ments have been varied and multiplied almost indefinitely, to prove the | 
existence of this power, and with entire success, as you have had fre- 
quent opportunities to witness. Objects when examined by her are 
never held in a direction to be seen with the eyes, but are laid down 
upon the top of the back part of the head, or are held a little upon one 
side of the back of the head, from which points she has generally seen, 
though the seat of vision has varied at different times. She bas been 
able, though with more exertion, to see objects that were enclosed in 
boxes, trunks, and watch cases ; to read letters that were folded, &c. 

Secondly, this power is manifested in the ability to see objects not 
present—in a distant city, for instance. In the exercise of this power, 
another seems to be necessary ; that of locomotion, as it has been called, 
or of transporting herself from one place to another. ‘This she says she 
does through the air. . 

Another description of phenomena, which may be called those of 
intelligence, is manifested in the somnambulist’s understanding the will 
of the magnetizer, or of the person with whom she may be in communi- 
cation. ‘To test this power, I have made a great number of experiments, 
which have been almost uniformly successful. She can, for instance, be 
willed to have in her hand various kinds of fruits, cakes, wines, animals, 

birds, &c.; or any other things may be changed from one to another at 
the will of the magnetizer. 

In conclusion, it gives me great pleasure to be enabled to say, from my 
own observations, that however interesting animal magnetism may he 
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wher considered in relation to science, however interesting as matter 
curiosity and wonder, or however interesting it may be as a means of 
discovering the condition of our absent friends, or the machinations of 
our eneinies, it is still more interesting as the means of mitigating the 
sufferings incident to human nature. It will be recollected | have stated 
that when Miss Brackett came to this city about the middle of May last, 
her general health was far from being good; she was totally blind, and 
unable to speak excepting in the lowest whisper. Her condition is maz; 
terially different at this time. Her health is good, her vision is partially: 
restored, and she speaks in her natural tone of voice. 

With much respect, Yours, &c. G. Capron. 

Mr. Thomas C. Hartshorn. 


Providence, Sept. 1, 1837, 

Dear Sirn—My time has been so much occupied of late, as to have 
rendered it impossible for me, until the present moment, to reply to your 
note of the 25th ult. and even now I am so circumstanced as to be 
unable to do more than write a very brief reply. 

In conversation with Mr. Daniel Greene, of Pawtucket, who, as you 
probably well know, is the most powerful, as he has been the most ex- 
tensive magnetizer in this country, I inquired if he were able to magne- 
tize and thereby obtain control over a single limb, whilst the rest of the 
body remained in a natural state. He said that he had done it, in the 
case of Miss J. with whom you are acquainted, and would attempt it on 
another patient that we were going to see that afternoon, if reminded of it. 

The individual alluded to had never been magnetized but three times, 
and did not present a very striking exemplification of the usual magnetic 
gag After trying various experiments that consumed several 

rs, we left the house, having forgotten the subject matter of my inter- 
rogation. But upon recollecting it, we returned, aid the patient reseated 
herself upon being requested so to do, without any reason being given 
her for making the request. 

Mr. Greene then went through the usual manipulations some dozen or - 
twenty times, confining them to the space reaching from the top of the 
left shoulder, to the extremities of the fingers, on the same side. He 
afterwards query her to raise the left hand to the head. She said she 
could not. ‘There was evidently a powerful effort made to do this, as 
was shown by the working of the muscles inserted into the upper portion. 
of the shoulder ; but the limb remained powerless and motionless, not 
obeying the dictates of the owner’s will. She was asked to raise her 
tight arm to the head, which was done promptly and with perfect ease 
and freedom. Again she was directed to stretch out the left hand, but 
unavailingly. It was completely peralyzed s devoid of motion and of 
sensation. I gave it a severe pinch, nipping with the thumb and finger, 
as hard as I deemed it pervene to, leaving deep impressions with my - 
nails. Upon inquiring if it did not hurt her, she, with an incredulous 
smile, observed that I had not done anything to her. I then, without ° - 
sa A pinched, in the same manner, though less severely, the 
ae d, when she drew back from me with a sudden start and i Pe 
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| plained that I hurt her. The arm, to one lifting, it, was'a perfect dead 


weight. I. poised it on my fingers. and Mr. G. restored it; and there 
was a very marked difference in it and about it, as it passed from the 


5 


to the natural state. 
O a person not acquainted with the magnetizer, magnetizee, and the 
gentlemen present, there will of course appear nothing conclusive upon 
the subject of magnetism, in what is here detailed; but to those of us 
who had previously examined other patients, and satisfied. ourselves of » 
the existence of a power by means of which, to a certain extent, one 
individual may obtain mental mastery over another, the experiment was _ 
satisfactory. 


Should a suitable opportunity hereafter present, I ‘may furnish you 


with a statement of some singular cases which I have witnessed. In the 


meantime I remain, Yours, &c. Tuomas H. Wess... 


Mr. Thomas C. Hartshorn. 


ANOMALOUS CASE OF EMPYEMA. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—If the following is worth a place in your Journal, it is at your 
disposal. 
June 19th, I was called to Mr. C. a young man aged 22 years, a fish- 


erman, of healthy constitution and muscular frame. He had been suf- 


fering severe pain for three days, on board of a vessel, when I first saw 
him. He was laboring under acute inflammation of the pleura, with 
the absence of cough. I bled him from both arms to almost entire relief, 
and, applying a large blister and ordering a cathartic, left him. . 
20th.—Is entirely free from pain ; blister has drawn well, and the 
cathartic has operated satisfactorily. 7 a 

Meesisles are natural; ordered a laxative. 24th, dismissed him 
cured. 

July 3d,—Was called to see him again. He had been about his 
business since I saw him last. ‘To-day has but little appetite, and feels 
an uneasiness in the right side. 

By examination [ find there is considerable fluid in the chest, and di- 
minished action of the right lung. By quick lateral motion, the fluid 
can be heard across the room. ‘There is no one within a great distance 
with whom I can consult, and I accordingly use the most efficient means, 
as recommended by able writers. He continues to have no cough or. 
nausea, but the pulse ranges from 120 to 150. aH | | 

8th.—Not having seen him since the 6th, I find the increase of mat- 
ter great, and the action of right lung has ceased. I decide at once upon 

The patient being seated, I made an opening between the 4th and Sth 
false ribs of the right. side, and very, little blood, but over one gallon of 
fluid, peculiar in appearance, and. inodorous, was discharged. Some of 
it resembled sour milk mixed with water. About half a gallon was dis- 
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charged each day for the four succeeding days, and the quantity theif” 
began to diminish. After the operation, 1 found the right.Jung was 
either destroyed by ulceration, or had adhered so far as to prevent the 
ingress of air. 

15th.—Appetite has been as good as [ could wish from the 5th, and 
no nausea has ever been present. Yesterday, he having eaten some * 
whortleberries, the discharge from the side this morning contained some 
of them. I could hardly believe my own eyes, until careful examina- — 
tion removed all doubts; for the bowels had ever been in such a state 
as I desired. | 

16th.—Yesterday some of his friends gave an orange to him; and 
this morning some of the seeds were discharged through his side. 1 was 
now satisfied that adhesions of the diaphragm and stomach had taken 
place, and ulceration of both had followed. 

Twenty-three days from the operation he died, and I was denied the 
privilege of a post-mortem examination. It is astonishing that reasona- 
ble people will not give us a privilege to examine all cases of deep 
interest. 

This case presents the following queries:—Why was not the matter 
discharged by the bowels, as they were regular from first to last? Did 
the stomach adhere by the first pleuritic attack? Why was there no 
nausea? Why did he never have any pain, after 1 first bled him, 
through the whole course of the sickness? for he always declared he 
felt none. N. J. Kniecnt, M.D. © 

Truro, Aug. 18th, 1837. 


OPIUM IN RHEUMATISM. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


_S1r,—I have noticed several communications in the sixteenth volume of 
ard Journal, and one in the present volume, upon “large doses of 
pium” in Rheumatismus. The authors of those communications appear 

to speak in a manner, or rather ta convey the idea, that the practice is 
original with them. However this may be, this much I know, that Dr. 
Tully, Professor of Theory and Practice of Physic, at the Vermont 
Academy of Medicine, at Castleton, in his lectures has always inculcated 
this method of treatment. Whoever it may be original with, is, how- 
ever, of very little consequence, since it has generally been the course 
.of practice adopted by the physicians in this region. I would not state 
that all pursue this, or a similar course, for I do know of one, certainly, 
and perhaps there may be a few others, that reprobate such a practice ; 
but they are individuals so strongly fettered by the ancient method of 
treating rheumatism, that they pretend to know of none better, and of 
course will not adopt any other. I am in the habit of giving} doses suf." 
ficient “to meet the disease,” and can say, from my own experience, 
that there is not another course of medication better adapted to this dis- 
ease. My experience, however, is not great. I have been in practice 
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about five years, and during this time have met with several cases of 
both acute and chronic rheumatism, and have always been successful— 
an immediate abatement of the symptoms has followed in every case. 
I sometimes use gum guaiac. in combination with it, sometimes colchi- 
cum and tinct. act. racemosa, and occasionally give small doses of calo- 
mel or pl. hyd., but not often. I have invariably made use of ext. app. 
of liniments, as lini. volatile et tereb., or lini. volatile et ol. origani, or 
lin. volatile et tinct. opii, according to circumstances ; venesection, rarely, — 
if ever. ‘Tinct. actea I find to be a valuable remedy in the chronic 
variety. 1 commence with about 30 drops of the sat. tinct. and increase 
the quantity at each dose by 5 or 10 drops, until relief is obtained, which 
is pretty generally immediate. ’ 
ou have often promised us information from Dr. Tully, and some 
others, but as yet they are silent. I should like to hear from Dr. T. 
upon the subject of Arthritis Rheumatismus. Will you not call on him 
for information upon this disease, with his course of treatment for this 
variety ? Respectfully, in haste, T. Griysson, M.D. 
_ Newport, Vt., Aug. 31, 1837. | 
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LOUISVILLE MEDICAL INSTITUTE. 


From the Louisville (Ky.) Journal, of August 25th, we copy the follow- 
ing observations upon the individual qualifications of the faculty of this 
new medical school. 

“The Managers of the Lovisvitte Mepicat Institute have at length 
completed the organization of the Faculty. Very wisely resolving to fill 
the several chairs with the best talents of the country, the Board have 
taken time to look around, and are now able to present to the publica 


_ list of names which guarantee the most eminent, success of the school. 


The following gentlemen compose the Faculty—Drs. Caldwell, Cooke, 
Cobb, Flint, Yandell, Miller, and Locke. 

‘Dr. CaLpwE.t occupies the chair of the Institutes of Medicine and 
Clinical Practice, which he long filled with such distinguished a in 
Transylvania. Of this eminent scholar, writer, and teacher, it would be 
a work of supererogation to do more than announce hisname. That isa 
tower of strength, of which any institution might be proud. He brings to 
the enterprise the experience of more than thirty years devoted to medi- 
cal teaching, and the unabated ardor and energy of a young man. 

‘Dr. Cooxe, Professor of the Theory and Practice of Physic, is also 
too well known to require a lengthened notice. He is among the most 
gifted, learned, and able physicians in our country. He early distin- 
guished himself as a writer, and a bold, successful practitioner, and for 
many years past has been regarded as one of the main pillars in the 
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Transylvania School of Medicine. His learning and ample experience 
render him a most important acquisition to the Institute. | 
‘¢ Dr. Cons, late of the Medical College of Ohio, in which he has been 
a Professor for thirteen years of its eventful history—alone retained in 
every change and re-organization through which its F aculty has passed— 
respected and beloved by all, even in the ranks adverse to the school—a 
Professor, also, in at least one Eastern Medical School, and confessedly 
one of the most popular teachers in our country—is in the chair of 
Anatomy. Dr. Cobb possesses every quality desirable in a teacher—a 
minute and practical knowledge of his subject—skill and industry in his 
profession—a clear, impressive, and brilliant style of delivery—and an 
enthusiasm for his favorite science, which is a sure earnest of his attain- 
ing to yet greater eminence and usefulness. As a lecturer, scientific 
men travelling in Europe pronounce him equal to Farapay, one of the | 
most gifted men of the age. 
_ & Dr. Yanve t, the late distinguished Professor of Chemistry in the 
Transylvania Medical College, has been transferred to the chair of 
teria Medica in the Louisville Institute. His fame as a popular and suc- 
cessful teacher is already established throughout the country upon a basis 
too firm to be shaken. A few years since, he was elevated to the 
Chemical chair of the Medical College at Lexington, and from a very 
low condition raised that chair to its proper standard in the estimation of 
the classes. His rooms were filled with students, who, imbibing from 
the Professor a portion of his zeal and enthusiasm, became devoted to 
the science. His cultivation of mind, devotion to medical philosophy, an 
ardent and zealous desire to extend the benefits of science, are sure 
guarantees, that, in the new field presented to him, he will prove an able 
and successful teacher. What his abilities have already enabled him to 
accomplish, is but an earnest of the future. 

“Dr. Frint, Professor of Surgery, brings with him a high reputation 
from Boston, in which city he has been distinguished. To his profes- 
sional skill, he adds the graces of a finished education, the ready and 
elegant use of his pen, and a polished elocution—qualities not always 
found in the practical surgeon. 

“Dr. Mitter, Professor of Obstetrics and the Diseases of Women and 
‘Children, is one of the most esteemed and popular physicians of our city. 
He was one of the earliest graduates of Transylvania, and while a pupil 

ave promise of the powers, with which he has since shown himself to be 

liberally endowed. He was first selected from among all the gifted 
young physicians of the West as the one most eminently qualified to be- 
come Adjunct Professor of Anatomy in the Transylvania school. 
Miller is a man of vigorous mind, extensive professional attainments, a 
pont: and forcible writer, and no doubt will soon become a popular 
teacher. 
_ Dr. Locke, Professor of Chemistry, is also of the Medical College of 
Ohio. He is justly ranked among the first of American Chemists, as 
well for his profound knowledge of the science, as his dexterity in manipu- 
lation and in the improvement of its apparatus. , : 


‘“‘ Such is the Faculty to which the Board have entrusted the , 
ment of our infant Institution, and we think the most sceptical must now 
banish, all misgivings as to its speedy and complete success. We repeat, 
what we have often had cause to assert, that Louisville is the point 
towards which the eyes of medical men throughout the Valley of the 
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Mississippi are turned, as the site for the Great Mepicat Scuoot or 
THE West. It is the point which concentrates the greatest number of 
advantages—the most accessible—growing to be the largest—abounding. 
in all the facilities for teaching practical medicine in all its departments: 
and modes—with means of subsistence as cheap as any of its sister 
cities—and, finally, with a spirit of liberal enterprise in which the Medi-) 
cal School has been more munificently endowed than any similar institu-. 
tion throughout our history as a nation.” | | Ns Nak 


Fiske Medical Prize Questions.—The following are the questions pro-, 
posed to the members of the Rhode Island Medical Society, by the Trus- 
tees of the Fiske Fund, the dissertations to be forwarded on or before 
the first of May next. The premium is fifty dollars, or a gold medal of 
that value. 

Question 1st.—“ What are the causes and nature of that disorder, inei- 
dent to puerperal women, characterized by inflammation, and ulceration 
of the mucous membrane of the mouth and fauces, anorexia, emaciation, 
and diarrhea, and which frequently terminates fatally ; and what is the 
best mode of treatment to be employed therein ?” 

Question 2nd.—‘* What are the causes, nature and best mode of treat- 
ment of Scarlatina Anginosa ?” 

We have received the manuscript of Dr. King’s essay on cholera 
infantum, which obtained the premium for the present year, and shall 
commence its publication in the Journal very shortly. — a 


Diseases of China.—The latitude of China being without the tropics, it is 
fully as salubrious, and by no means so changeable, says a resident mis- 
sionary, as England. At Canton, the summers are hot and oppressive, 
but the winters are cool and refreshing. Inthe north of China, evenian | 
the heat of summer, no inconvenience is experienced, and the thermome- 
ter in winter is frequently below zero. No particular diseases are indi- 
genous to the Celestial Empire, and a resident on its shores has nothing 
to dread beyond the common ills of life, while many repair thither for the~ 
benefit of health, The Malayan Archipelago, though situated between #: 
the tropics and in the vicinity of the line, is yet, on account of its insular 
situation and the daily land and sea breezes, comparatively cool. Even 
Batavia, denominated the grave of Europeans, is decidedly more healthy 
than any of the Indian Presidencies. | 


Death in the Candle !—Some “ new composition candles,” which have 
lately been much used in London, have been fouad to contain arsenic. 
In consequence of a garlic odor being noticed immediately after they | 
were extinguished, several were procured from different venders by Dr. 
Everitt, and the condensed smoke given out during their burning was. 
collected and analyzed, and in every instance this metal was detected. 
The quantity contained in each candle was estimated to be four grains: 
It was probably used for the purpose of giving the candles a better ap-; 

arance, and preventing the melted fat from crystallizing as it coola.: . 

e effects, in a crowded room, with a dozen of these candles burning, 
would probably be serious, and similar to those produced by arsenic im, 
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Secale Cornutum in Hemorrhages.—Several cases are related in a late 
German journal, in which the ergot of rye was employed successfully in 
arresting hemorrhage from the lungs, the stomach and uterus. The 
author states that two thirds of the patients who were treated with it, 
were quickly restored to health. If given, he says, below five-grain 
doses, the ergot produces little or no effect ; and if the doses are carried 
above eight grains, it soon gives rise to more or less narcotism. He also 


states, in contradiction to the experience of a writer in the Boston Medi- | 


cal and Surgical Journal a few years since, that the powder, which he . 


considers more efficacious than the decoction, loses a great share of its 
efficacy after being kept more than twelve months. | 


Acarus Scabiei.—Next week we shall insert in the Journal a novel 


article by Dr. Charles Gordon, of this city, on the ttch insect, which he 


has recently examined, and which he can very satisfactorily exhibit to 
any gentleman who wishes to gratify his curiosity in actually seeing the 
true cause of the disease, vulgarly denominated ch, and who will call at 
the Skin Infirmary, No. 4 Winter Street. 


Deleuze’s Practical Instruction in Animal Magnetism, is a very exciting 


little work, translated by Thomas C. Hartshorn, of Providence. A page 
will hereafter be devoted to a further notice. In the mean time, being 


_ on sale, we recommend it to the candid perusal of the profession. 


Recovery from Hydrophobia.—On Tuesday, the 5th curt., a bheestee 
(water-carrier), who had been bitten three weeks before in the leg bya 
mad dog, was carried to the native hospital, Ceylon, about three o’clock 
_ in the afternoon, with the symptoms of hydrophobia strongly upon him. 


He was immediately bled to the extent of forty ounces. The symptoms 


of the disease yielded in succession as the blood flowed ; and before the 
vein was closed he stretched out his hand for a cup of water, and calmly 
drank it off, though the mere approach of water but a few minutes before 
had thrown him into convulsions. After the bleeding he lay down on a 
cot, fell asleep, and continued so for nearly two hours. When he awoke 
the symptoms of the disease were threatening to return ; another vein 


was then opened, and eight ounces more of blood were taken away, 
which so completely subdued the disease that he has not had a symptom 


of it since. 


Todine in Mercurial Salivation.—Salivation had been produced in two 


children, during their convalescence, by mercury which had been admin-| 


istered on account of inflammation of the brain. To remedy the saliva- 
tion, iodine was employed ; and, after its first two doses, the peculiar 
smell of the mouth disappeared, the flow of sailva diminished, the pains 
became alleviated, and the aspect of the ulcers in the mouth was improved. 
The children were five and seven years of age. The iodine was discon- 
tinued before any of its peculiar symptoms were produced. M. Klose 
thinks iodine of value in such cases ; and, as the remedies with which we 
are at present acquainted appear to possess but little influence over mer- 
eurial salivation, when it is once established, a new remedy which prom- 


ises fairly is worthy of all acceptation.—Medi he Zeitung... 
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_ Miscellany.—At a meeting of the faculty, held.on the 1st inst., Dr. 
Dunbar was unanimously elected Professor of Surgery in the Washing-. 
ton Medical College, of Baltimore, in place of Dr. J. P. Mettauer, who 
had resigned.—In the University of Virginia, the lectures will commence 
on the sixth of November. The faculty remain as they were the last 
season.—The accounts of cholera from Sicily and Naples are frightful. . 
Trade and commerce were prostrated, though our advices by the last arri- 
val state that the violence of the disease was abating a little. Five hun- 
dred persons had died in a day at Palermo. It is believed that the mor- 
tality in that city, by cholera, had been 19,000 from the 15th of June to 
the 15th of July.—John F. May, M.D., has been appointed to the pro- 
fessorship of engery 9 the medical department of the University of 
Maryland.—Dr. ale, of Washington, operated, a few days since, on 
the knee joint of a young lady of Alexandria—taking off an enormous 
wen, which weighed seven pounds. The worst of the whole was, the 
operation lasted two hours.—Drs. Harvey, Cuyler, and Heiskell, were at 
Louisville a short time since, in the capacity of commissioners for select- 
ing and locating a national marine hospital on the western waters.—Re- 
cent intelligence from New Orleans, represents the annual scourge of 
that city, yellow fever, to be not only very rife, but uncommonly fatal. 

aving many enterprising personal friends residing there, we never re- 
ceive either a letter or paper from New Orleans, without fear and trem- 
bling, lest there should be an announcement of the death of some one in», 
whom we are deeply interested. Fully persuaded as we were of the cor- 
rectness of Dr. Barton’s declaration in relation to the cause of the devel- @& 
opment of this terrifying disease in that place, we begin to think it is 
safer to be out of the way of it, than to attempt a residence where its 
activity is so vate Doetick the passage of a British emigrant ship, lately 
bound to Australasia, with Irish passengers, fifty-six died on the voyage, 
of ship fever. After the arrival of the vessel in port, upwards of one _ 
-hundred een including the surgeon, were affected with the same © 
fever.—The Committee on Prize Questions, in the New York State ~ 
Medical Society, have awarded the prize to Benjamin W. McCready, 
M.D., of New York. | 


To CorresponpENts.—A Correspondent has favored the Journal with an inge- 
nious paper, in which he believes he has solved the problem, how those under the 
influence of animal magnetism are enabled to perceive objects beyond the sphere 
of ordinary vision. It will probably be inserted next week.—Several other papers 
are on file for insertion.—On further consideration, we think it inexpedient to 
publish the communication of “ Medicus,” received some time since, and to which 
allusion has before been made, even with the writer’s name. It would contribute, 
we are inclined to believe, neither to his own credit nor that of the Journal. We 
should be glad to hear from the writer on some other topic.—The article signed 
“ Amicus” would not probably interest many of our readers, though a part of it 
may hereafter be inserted. The author can furnish something much better. _ 

Messrs. Carey & Hart, booksellers, Philadelphia, are authorized to receive 
money due for the Medical Journal. 


Diep,—At Bonny, on the coast of Africa, Dr. T. H. W 
in the English Service, late of Dublin, aged 29.—At Ma 
Dr. Ralney. 


Naval Surgeon 
ster, Mi. (murdered) 


Whole number of deaths in Boston, for the week ending Sept. 9, 45. Males, 23—Females, 22. 
Cholera infantum, 6—dropsy on the brain, 2—cholera morbus, |—hip disease, 1—consumption, 5— 
marasmus, 1—canker in the bowels, 1—dropsy in the head, 1—teething, 1—anasarca, 1—dysentery, 
—convulsions, 1—typhus fever, 1—hooping cough, 2—disease of the heart, 1—stil) born, 2. 
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COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS of the Western District—Fairfield, Herkimer 
county, N. Y.—The Annual Course of Lectures will commence on on ihe first Tuesday in October, 
and continue sixteen weeks. The lectures will be deli ivered as follows. 

ba On Chemistry and Pharmacy, by - - - - James Hapuey, M.D. 

On Anatomy and Physiology, by - - James McNavcuron, M.D. 

Materia Medica and Medical Jurisprudence, by - - Romern Becx, M.D. 
n the Practice of Physic and the Diseases of einen and | Children, by Joun Decamares, M.D... 
On Surgery ahd Obstetrics, by - Revsen D. Mussry, M.D. 


The advanced age and increasing infirmities of Professor Willoughby, President of the Col 
wit hardly allow him to lecture during the ensuing term, and the course y formerly given by him w 
therefore be — by Professor Mussey. 

Price of tickets for the whole course, $56. The professors are provided with ample collections to 
illustrate their lectures, and every facility is afforded for the practical acquisition of the profession. . 

board is aslow, if not lower, than in any other village in the State. Additional nformation, 
if needed, may be be ten by applying to any of the professors. A , Register. 
ug. 16 


; MEDICAL SCHOOL OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY. 
THE Medical Lectures in Harvard University will begin on the first Wednesday in November, in 
Mason street, Boston, at 9 o’clock, A. M., and continue thirteen weeks. For the following four 
weeks, the Hospital and Dissecting room will be kept open, and some Lectures will be given, with- 
out additional expense, to such students as may remain. 


The following Courses of Lectures will be delivered to the class of the ensuing season. Fees. 
Femme en and the Operations of wah A by Jonn C. Warren, M.D. $15 
mistry, by Jonn Waesster 15 
Midwiters "and Medical Jurisprudence, by Wattrer Cuannineo, M.D. 10 
Materia Medica and Clinical Medicine, by Jacon Biartow, M.D. i 


Principles of Surgery and Clinical Sur by Ggo. M.D. 
Theory and. Practice of Physic, by Jou N Wane, M 

By an additional act of the Legislature of Sdansachieette, the opportunities for the study of Prac. 
tical Anatomy are now piaced upon the most liberal footing, and an ample apenly of euhjects for the 
wants of science will be legally provided at‘a small expense. 

The Massachusetts General Hospital is open without fee to students attendir ‘the Lecturtes‘of. the 
P and surgeons. Clinical Lectures are given several timesin each week, and surgical opera- 

"Te che Me veal Col i hed a Medical Libra Prdigeane 9 and ive Chemical A 
o the Medical lege is attac a extensive Chem pparatus, 

and Collections illustrative of Midwifery, Materia ‘Medica and 


July 5, 1837. tNov. 1. Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, 


re TO MEDICAL STUDENTS. 
THe BA REA are associated for the purpose of instructing in all the branches of Medicine and 
Surgery. A suitable room will be provided, and pupils will have the use of an extensive medical 
library, opportunities for seeing the practice ‘of one of the districts of the Dispensary and of the Eye 
and Ear lafirmary, and of attending a course of lectures on the diseases of the eye. 
.» A regular course of recitations and examinations will include all the required professional works, ; 
Anatomical instruction and private dissection wil) form a prominent part in pups. 
_ For further information, apply to either of the subscribers, JOHN J FRIES 
R. W. HOOPER M. 


_ Franklin Street, Nov. 9, 1836. July 19—6m JOHN H. DIX, 


MEDICAL INSTITUTION OF YALE COLLEGE. 
a |* THE course of Medical Instruction in Yale College begins on ‘'hursday, Nov. 2d, 1837, ant! it con- 
& tinues seventeen weeks. The several branches are ae as follows, v viz : : 
Principles and Practice of Surgery,by - - "HOMAS M.D. 
Theory and Practice of by - -  - Eur Ives, M.D. 
and Pharmacy, Bexsamin M.D. and LL. D. | 
Materia and by - Wruoam Totty, M.D. 
_ Anatomy and P hysiology, JonatHan Knicnut, M.D. 
Obstetrics, by TimoTHy M.D. 
The pedeution fee and contingent bill are $7. 50; the fees for Chemistry, Anatomy, Surgery, 
Materia Medica, and Theory and Practice, are $12.50 each; and for Obstetrics, $6—amounting to 
$76—the whole to be en in sire The graduation fee is $15. 
Yale College, Sept. 1, 1837 Sept. 13—6t 
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TO MEDICAL STUDENTS. 

a. “A. DEW AR, M.D. intends forming a class for the study of Dentistry, in every num- 

ber will be limited, and each student will have an opportunity of practical 
oe 


with all the operations and manipulatious-requisite D a provided a ommedious 
‘work-room for their exclusive use. Further particulars may be learned. by Dr. Dewar, No 
| Monigumery Place. tf—Oct. 19 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published eve Wednesday, hy 
DP. CLAPP, JR. at 184 Washington Street, corner of Franklin Street, to whom all com 
must be addressed, post-paid. {t is also published in Monthly Parts, each Part containin 
numbers of the a er month, stitchedin acover. J. V.C. SMITH, M.D. Editor.— 
vear in advance, $3.50 afler three months, and $4,00 if not paid within the year.-~ 
every seventh copy gratis.—Orders from a distance must be accompanied by payment 
satisfactory reference.—Poetage the same as for a Newspaper. | 7 ; 


> 
4 
a 
| 
| 
| 


